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Before entering the sea, a viver trenableswith fear. She looks back at the path
she has traveled, and bn front of her, she sees an ocean so vast, that to enter,
there seems wothing more thaw to dlsappear forever. But there ts no other way.
The viver can ot go back, nolbbaty ean go back. The river needs totake the risik
of entering the ocean because only thew will fear disappeny, because that's
where the viver will know, it's not about disappearing tnto the ocean, but of
becoming the ocean.

Khalil Gibran
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~
A college magazine is not just a customary record but it is a

means of reflecting the inner growth of students. Mashal
Chronicles is a clear manifestation of the fact that MDC
focuses to hone the latent creative talents of students as a
part of their holistic personality development. In today's HI-
Prof. Dr. Jameel-Un Nabi TECH world MDC constantly strives to instill the dynamic
qualities in students which can prepare them to face the
challenges that the future will unfold for them.

With every passing year, MDC registered itself as a vibrant
seat of learning by imbibing value-based education
synergized with updated methodology.

This issue of Mashal Chronicles unleashes a wide spectrum of
creative skills of the students and the entire team. It clearly
exhibits the growth of creativity and innovative
imaginations.

Heartiest felicitations to all whose efforts brought forth this
issue.
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~
Mashal chronicle is an accumulation of the diversified latent

talents. Our students showcase their intrinsic potential in this
magazine.

In this era of wi-fi, MDC endeavours to imbibe in the

Ms. Aneela Tabassum students the quality of how to think, not what to think. We
strive here to provide the learners with the opportunities to
explore and grow through situation that challenges them to
identify their strength and reinforce them.

| congratulate the Editorial Board and students of all faculties
who used various mediums of expression to present their
ideas. As long as our ideas are expressed and thoughts are
kindled we can be sure of learning as everything begins with
anidea. As Albert Einstein said,

“The true sign of intelligence is not knowledge but
imagination.”
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Editorial
Board

PATRON
Ms. Aneela Tabassum

CHIEF EDITOR
Ms. Nadia Saeed

PROOF READER
Ms. Hilal Rana

DESIGNER

Mr. Muhammad Rizwan

| am elated to pen a few words as a prologue to the 6th issue of our annual
college magazine “Mashal Chronicles™.

Mashal Chronicles not only showcases the latent talents of students and
faculty but also is a clear manifestation of the fact that MDC caters the
needs and interests of the young learners through balanced and varied
programmes. This magazine bestows main role in cultivating and
sharpening the flairs of creativity of Students.

Through this platform, our students express their creative pursuits which
instills in them the original wonderful creativity of thoughts and
imagination which is "the true sign of intelligence”.

In this issue of Mashal Chronicles, the wide spectrum of creativity gives us a
sense of achievement as each contribution is thought-provoking,
interesting & entertaining. | applaud the contributors for their
overwhelming response, stimulated thoughts and varied hues in poems,
articles and art gallery contributed by them.

I am assured that this issue of Mashal Chronicles signifies the voyage
traversed and exhibits the development in literary skills of young minds.

Do enjoy reading this magazine comingled with learning for | believe what
confucious said;

To merely know is nothing compared to being interested to know,
Being interested to know is nothing compared to deriving joy from learning.

Chief Editor



DR. ABDUL QADEER KHAN
e EREEND

Malaika Ejaz

2nd Year.

On the day of year 1998, May 28, the Chaghi Hills resounded with the name of Allah. The exalted
power, Allah O Akbar, the whole atmosphere was filled with pride and enthusiasm and the arrogance of
nemesis dashed to ground. May 28 is marked as the most influential day in the history of Pakistan. This
auspicious day is known as Youm-e-Takbeer which means to glorify God. It is also called Day of
Greatness. The day is celebrated as a national day in commemoration of Chaghi I, Chaghi II series of

nuclear tests. The nuclear tests made Pakistan seventh nuclear
power and Islamic world's first atomic power. The most

paramount role in this huge arduous journey is of Dr.
Abdul Qadeer Khan who was entitled as Father of
Islamic Bomb and Mohsin-e-Pakistan which
means a friend (of Pakistan).

Dr. Abdul Qadeer Khan was born on April 1,
1936 in City of Lakes, Bhopal (India). He got his
early education there. Then, he was an emigre,
who migrated from India after few years of
independence in the year 1952. Abdul Qadeer
Khan was educated in the metallurgical engineering
department of Western European technical
universities. He pioneered and was a trailblazer of
isotopes separation uranium metallurgy. He
graduated from Karachi University. Over three
decades he pursued graduate studies abroad as well. He
studied in West Berlin and then in 1967, he received
master's degree in metallurgy from Delft
Netherlands. He also obtained an engineering
degree in Materials Technology-an equivalent
to the degree of Master's in Science. He
graduated with DEng in metallurgical
engineering in 1972. He also worked under
Belgian Professor, Martin J. Brabers at Leuven University. In 1972, he joined the Physics Dynamics
Research Laboratory, an engineering firm based in Amsterdam from Brabers' recommendations.

In May, 1974, Dr. Abdul Qadeer Khan learnt about Indian nuclear act/test which was named as Smiling
Buddha. India made a powerful impression about themselves on the whole world. The reputation of
India began to grow. India's nuclear test was a cloak and dagger. Upon learning about this test, he
wanted to contribute his very efforts to make an atomic bomb. So, in 1974, he met with the officials of
Pakistan embassy in Hague, who dissuaded him by saying it was 'Hard to Find' a job in PAEC as
metallurgist. But, he did not give up, he directed another letter through Pakistani ambassador to Prime
Minister Secretariat in September 1974. At least, his efforts bore fruit and he met with the Prime
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Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto along with his other members Agha Shahi, Ghulam Ishaq Khan, Mubashir
Hassan where he explained the indispensable role of nuclear power and importance of highly enriched
uranium, when the meeting with the officials ended, there was a positive sign about Khan's plan.

In April 1976, he joined atomic program and became part of enrichment division initially collaborating
with Khalil Qureshi. He submitted a report to Bhutto in which he explained, enrichment program was
nowhere near success. Bhutto sensed jeopardy as scientists were split between military grade uranium
and plutonium and informed Khan to take over enrichment division from Mehmood, who separated
the program from PAEC by founding Engineering Research Laboratories. The national site was located
atisolated lands in Kahuta for enrichment program as ideal setting for preventing accidents.

Khan eventually committed work on problems involving the differential equations concerning the
rotation around fixed axis to perfectly balance the machine under influence of gravity and design of
first generation of centrifuges became functional after Khan and Alam succeeded in the separation of
Uranium 235 and Uranium 238 from raw natural uranium.

In military circles, he was known with his moniker Centrifuge Khan due to his scientific ability. The
PAEC's senior scientists who worked with him and under him remember him as an egomaniacal light
weight given to exaggerating his scientific achievements in centrifuges. At one point, Munir Khan said
that most of scientists who worked on development of atomic bomb projects were extremely serious.
They were sobered by the weight of what they did not know; Abdul Qadeer Khan is a showman.

During timeline of bomb, he published papers on analytical mechanics of rotating masses balancement
but he still failed to impress his fellow theorists at PAEC. In years, Khan became a staunch critic of
Munir Khan's research in Physics. He was seen as a national hero for bringing the country up to par with
the neighbor India in atomic field and making its defense impregnable. But, he was subjected to many
controversies and sanctions. He was accused of illegally proliferating nuclear technology to Iran, Libya
and North Korea. Khan was in a house arrest for this accusation. His house arrest was ended in 2009 by
court. He was charged with stealing it from Netherlands while working for Dutch government's Anglo-
Dutch German nuclear engineering consortium Ureenco and bringing back to Pakistan 1976.
However, 1998 nuclear test was a tight slap on all the international sanctions.

India conducted five atomic blasts at the area Rajasthan to make a solid image of themselves. In return,
Pakistan conducted seven atomic blasts at the hills of Chaghi and whole atmosphere filled with the
courage and bravery. At last, Khan's efforts bore fruit and Pakistan became a nuclear power on 28th
May, 1998. These reactions were responses to India. Khan said:

“Never wanted to make nuclear weapons, it was forced to do so.”

In 1963, he married Henny in modest Muslim ceremony at Pakistan's embassy in Hague. Khan and
Henny together had two daughters.

Doctor Abdul Qadeer Khan was awarded with two awards Nishan e Imtiaz and Hilal e Imtiaz.

Dr. Abdul Qadeer Khan suffered from multiple ailments but his health deteriorated after he contracted
coronavirus. He died on 10th October 2021 and was laid to rest at H-8 graveyard.
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THE MOST INFLUENTIAL _
WOMEN IN ISLAM =

Malaika Farhat

2nd Year

Many people are well aware of the role of strong Muslim women of the contemporary era. However, it
is interesting to note that Muslim women have also played pivotal roles in the Pre-Islamic, early and
medieval Islamic eras. The world has known Muslim women as mystics, poets, scholars, advisors, heads
of state, warriors and intellectuals.

Also known as the 'Mother of Believers' Hazrat Khadija(R.A) bint al-Khuwaylid was the first wife of
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) and one of the most inspiring female figures in Islamic history. She was a
successful businesswoman who handled her trade across the region herself before she hired the
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) to take care of her dealings. It was Hazrat Khadija(R.A) herself who
proposed to the Prophet. She is praised for single-handedly supporting the Prophet Muhammad
PBUH when Islam was first revealed upon him and for also funding the cause of Islam during the
carliest of days. As the Prophet Muhammad himself is believed to have said in a hadith preserved in
Sahih Muslim: "God Almighty never granted me anyone better in this life than her. She accepted me
when people rejected me; she believed in me when people doubted me; she shared her wealth with me
when people deprived me; and God blessed me with children only through her."

Hazrat Aisha(R.A) bint-e-Abu Bakr requires no introduction. She was one of the Prophet's most
beloved wives and had a great influence on the Muslim Ummah after He passed away. She played a
central role in political opposition of the 3rd and 4th Caliphs: Hazrat Usman(R.A) and Hazrat Ali(R.A),
to the point of leading an army against Hazrat Ali(R.A) in Basra. Although she retired from political
affairs after her defeat, she continued playing a key role in spreading the teachings of Islam across the
region. She is also considered as one of the major and authentic narrators of Hadith. She was a role
model for Muslim women in matters of public sphere, scholarship and political affairs.

Hazrat Zainab(R.A) bint-e-Ali was the granddaughter of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) and a leading
figure of the Ahl-e-Bayt. It is her strength, patience and deep wisdom which mark her as one of the
most important women in the Islamic history. She played a central role both during and after the events
of Karbala and when she was presented in front of Yazid at Damascus, she gave such a forceful speech
that the authorities were convinced to release her and the other prisoners taken at Karbala. She was

forced into exile but that did not deter her from spreading the cause of Islam in the name of her
grandfather, Prophet Muhammad (SAW) .

Rabia Al-Adawiyya is an important mystic who is considered as the founder of the Divine Love School
of mysticism. She had been a slave in Southern Iraq before she gained her freedom and then dedicated
her life to exploring the meaning of life and what it means to love God. She lays this out beautifully in
one of her poems:

"O God!If I'worship You for fear of Hell, burn me in Hell,

and if I worship Youin hope of Paradise, exclude me from Paradise.

Butif Iworship You for Your Own sake,

grudge me not Your everlasting Beauty."

MASHAL CHRONICLES 2022 /6



Zaynab binte Ahmad was an eminent Islamic scholar during the 14th century. Hailing from Damascus,
she was a scholar in all rights. She held many certifications in different fields and was considered an
authority in Hadith. She was known to have taught books like Sahih Bukhari and Sahih Muslim. She had
been one of the few hundred female scholars during the Medieval Islamic period. Amongst her
students some notable names were of Ibn-e-Batuta and Al-Dhahabi.

Yo Nation can rive to the height of Glory

Muhammad Ali Jinnah
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Zoobia Binte-Tafseer—
2nd Year

"Black holes are not called black because they are black, but because they so
rudely steal everything in sight" Stephen Hawking

What tantalizing tales would you be able to regale if you managed to clamber your way back from a
black hole? The simple answer is "who knows?". Every scientist knows that the mysteries of black holes
run deep but some are uncertain about their existence. Einstein was one of them who disbelieved in
black holes, but his ideas did imply that they exist. The theory of relativity opened the door to the
theoretical possibility of a particularly mind-boggling phenomenon that would eventually be called
black holes.

He concluded in a 1939 paper in the Annals of Mathematics that the idea was "not convincing” and the
phenomena did not exist "in the real world". But in 2019 the first picture of Black hole by NASA
avowed their existence. In the 1960s, Stephen Hawking, built on Einstein's theories, describes the
physical characteristics of black holes and showed that when a star collapses it forms an infinitely dense
point called a singularity — the birth of a black hole.

Now let's talk about the universe beyond them:

Hypothetically, are we able to travel through them or just get spaghettified due to enormous gravity?
When the planet "Pluto" died in 2004, Stephen hawking said that it had been victimized by the pull of
black hole but this theory created a fundamental problem, dubbed the information of paradox.
Moreover, like in terms of colors, antonyms, black and white, there is a theoretical twin of black hole
termed as "White hole", which even functions opposite to the black hole. Just as nothing can escape
black hole, nothing can enter a white hole. White hole is also known as "time reversal", much as the
bouncing ball, a time reversal of falling ball.

Black holes may make teleportation possible. People in space when they are moving with the speed of
light experience slow time than on Earth. And in space and inside the Black hole time is also antipodal.
The time inside the black hole is higher than normal pace which led to theories about teleportation.

"Time travel may be possible, but it is not practical"-Stephen Hawking

Studies also state that black holes are the veil between an alternative universe known as "The
Multiverse", which has not been proven by theories but by technological advancements.

"String theory envisions a multiverse in which our universe is one slice of bread

in a big cosmic loaf. The other slices would be displayed from ours in some extra
dimension of space"'-Brian Greene

Source: Google
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TEETD AR NG ES:

Sabat Zahra
2nd Year

This1s 2022, and we are generation-Z who has been born in the age of technological advancement and
scientific breakthroughs. But the world around us what we have today, isn't the same as it has been
earlier. Our previous generations have been living in quite an opposite sort of world. We didn't get to
the level of this intellectual rise and scientific revolution overnight, rather it took thousands years'
resolve and determination to get the stature, we have nowadays amongst other species of the planet
carth. This journey of knowledge and learning, discovery and exploration is an overall expedition of
the whole mankind in which a number of people contributed a lot irrespective of their geographical
background, racial, religious and lingual origin or anything like that. It is assumed in today's world that
all this progress started after the European renaissance, otherwise we would have been living in the dark
ages even now. The Dark Ages is a term often used synonymously with the middle Ages that refers to
the period of time between the fall of the Roman Empire and the beginning of the Italian Renaissance
known as the Age of Discovery. I believe that the dark ages aren't so dark really it provided the
intellectual baseline on which the mega structure of the modern knowledge is established. Here, I
would give you a brief run down. Some of the Muslim scholars of the Dark Ages or rather I should say

of The Golden Ages are:

Ibn al-Haytham referred as "Father of Optics". He laid the foundation of the modern camera by
explaining how our eye works. He called that device "Camera Obscura"- whose principle is used by
both modern cameras and cinemas.

Abbas-Ibn Firnas, who gazed up to heaven in his belief that man could fly. He dared to dream about
flying one thousand years before the Wright Brothers. Unfortunately, he forgot one thing, a tail for
landing. However, he was the one who gave the hope of flying,

Abul Qasim Al-Zahrawi, is called as "The Father of Surgery", who invented many of the surgical
instruments used in the today's modern hospitals. An instrument, "The Cat Gut", from the gut of
animals, perfect for stitching up internal wounds is still in use of the modern surgeons.

Maryam Al-Astrulabi, is one of the many brilliant scholarly women of her time. She made the
sophisticated astrolabes — showing the stars and sky on a small flat plate that can be held in hand. Think
of it as the ancient calculators or time pieces, watches, compasses, satellite navigation — helping the
people and explorers travel around the world.

These are some notable scientists among the thousands of the scholars and their inventions. The
technological advancements and scientific developments — from cameras to getting the pictures of the
space are mind-blowing. It has been possible only because of the continuous effort, hope and
determination to achieve something by our previous generations. Only if we keep following the
footsteps of our ancestors and try to continue their legacy of unfolding the secrets of the world and
knowing the unknown, we may be the true legatees of the ones who laid the foundation of today's
modern world and obliged the whole mankind. May Allah bless us with the worldly wisdom and keep us
onright path (Amen)
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INCOME TAX-
A NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

Tehreem Fatima
1st Year

According to a newspaper, only 0.57% of Pakistanis, or 768,000 people out of a population of 190
million pay income tax. This exceedingly low percentage makes everyone think of the reasons behind it.

One of the most important systems that keeps a country stable is the tax collection system. All
developed countries of the world have strong tax paying culture. As a result, they enjoy economic
prosperity. Unfortunately, the scenario is opposite in our country where an enormous number of
people do not pay taxes. The aftermath of this non-compliance is that the government shuffle off its
responsibility to provide good services to the people.

When we compare the situation of our country with the developed countries, we are better able to
answer the question, why do people avoid paying taxes in our country? The first and foremost reason is
the literacy rate. The low literacy rate is a hindrance in bringing awareness among the public. On the
other hand, the educated class also tries to escape from this national obligation for various reasons.
They also lack the vision how the country will benefit with strong taxation system. A lot of people who
want to pay their taxes get disheartened because of the complex procedures and attitude of the
department people who lack the training to deal with customers in an effective manner. Furthermore,
the corrupt staff in the department spoils the image of FBR. And when the corrupt officials and staff
are not punished by law, people lose their faith in government too. Lack of accountability and
punishmentlets the rich enjoy wealth without taking care of their national obligation.

Throughout the world, the successful governments use progressive methods to promote tax culture
e.g,, tax amnesty schemes. Such scheme in our country could not flourish owing to the missing trust
between the government and people. A common conception exists that their tax money will be used by
government on their luxurious life styles in and outside their country. Also, the government does not
announce enough incentives for tax payees as it is done in developed countries where the rich pay taxes
and as a result the GDP grows fast and the budget deficit is reduced. Thus the government is able to
have enough money to start projects like hospitals, educational institutions etc. for the welfare of

people.

Many indirect taxes (tax added to the prices of goods or services) are levied on our people which are
daunting for the public. Direct taxes are paid on income which incorporates the well to do class but the
lower class becomes victim of indirect taxes because of their low salaries.

When the government is not successful in collecting tax, it approaches IMF and the World Bank to take
loan for the country. Thus, the country falls into a pit of interest-based debt which keeps on increasing
every year and the economic situation worsens even more. As a result, the poor keep on becoming
poorer and the rich become richer every year. The law and order situation also suffers. The foreign
countries avoid investing in the country. The tourists dread to visit the country. As law and order
situation is directly related to economic prosperity, the country loses respect among other countries.
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The government has to take some measures to improve the situation in country.
Firstly, it must raise the literacy rate and develop a sense of duty among the people.

Secondly, the government should make the tax collection process simple and understandable for
common people. The FBR should keep an eye on its workers regarding their attitude with clients.

Thirdly, the tax amnesty schemes can be helpful in encouraging people to register in FBR and
punishment to the non-payers can improve the situation.

A very critical task is to build the lost trust between government and public. This can be achieved
through the example of ruling class. If the upper class pays taxes, the common people will also be
encouraged. Consequently, our country will enjoy stability in economy and the living standard of
people will improve. The revenue collected will be used for the development projects of country
without begging to IMF for loans. The financial stability will also improve the security situation which
will attract foreign investors for investment in Pakistan. Employment opportunities will increase and
our country will gear herself on the road to development.

Don't give ap. NNormally it's the last lbey on the ning that epens the door.

Paulo Coelho
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REWELERT: |
2nd Year.

B2 "; We live in a country where corruption is eating her roots. Sometimes, it seems as if our country is
: surviving only because of Allah's blessings. Our politicians are sluggish in the performance of their
duties. Corruption is found among all classes of society. In every street corner, vendors are selling tasty
potato chips, fritters, and fried fish but have we ever tried to know which oil they use? Has anyone got
them tested in any laboratory? Have we ever pondered what happens to us if we eat a bit more than
appetite? We have a simple belief that death keeps no calendar, then what's the point in worrying? In
every marriage ceremony, a variety of food is served but no one bothers to go and see the kitchen in
which they are cooked. There should be a measure to know the quality of the oil being used. Of course,
itis a difficult task. How should it be made simple? The only remedy to this corruption is fear of Allah.
Only this makes life easy.

Presently, we have no fear of shortage of things, no fear of wastage of blessings of Allah. We are a
nation focusing on the pronoun “I”’. Our thoughts and actions are centered upon “I, my family, my
community, my caste, my neighborhood”. In this fuss of “I”’, every other matter is put aside.

It has become a habit with us to criticize others. Our topics of discussion include corruption of leaders.
Very easily, we declare that a man lacks in faith. We are all the time pointing fingers at others. The truth is
we need to take ourselves by the collars. Haven't we seen small corruptions in each one of us? Consider
your neighbour, doesn't he throw garbage on the back side of the house even when there is a garbage-
can a few yards away. In every house, the mother in law speaks ill of daughter in law and vice versa. Isn't
it also a form of corruption? What country is this where the glass for water on a public water cooler
needs to be bound with a chain?

What society is this with eyes shut and ears filled with wax that nothing triggers its consciousness? What
attitude is that everyone is going with the flow? Isn't it the worst form of corruption? Or their minds
have accepted this as a part of game? Isn't it pathetic to think about accountability when there is only
hair breadth's difference between the corrupt and being corrupted?

Hence, we are falling in an abyss where there is only darkness. This is the darkness of corruption in day
to day affairs of life. If we want to save our nation, we have to change our thoughts and correct our
actions. Otherwise, this menace will be transferred to our coming generation as a legacy.

Tt's the possibility of having a dream come true that makes life intencoting.

Paulo Coelho
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~Confidence is actually the belief in yourself and self-confidence is the most attractive quality a person

can have. It is sometimes God gifted but most of us have to build it up ourselves. In teenage this

—— S

problem occurs and reaches at its heights. It becomes something like an illness. Most teenagers start
avoiding parties and other creative activities, just because they think that they can not do anything or
rather we should say that they do not believe in their strength. Now the question is “how to build
confidence in yourself?” First of all learn to love yourself, it does not mean that you should start
thinking yourself superior to others. What it means is that you must not think yourself inferior to any
other. What you must think and understand is that you are one of God's finest creations. You are, maybe
not the best but still nothing less than the others. We all know that nobody is perfect then why do we all
keep trying to be nobodies. Try to be somebody and itisn't going to happen till you yourself tryit. In the
words of former firstlady of US, Michelle Obama,

“Youn success will be determined by your own confidence and fortitude”.

The second step is to be yourself. You can only believe in yourself when you will be yourself. Most
teenagers think that others do not like them or dont value them and then what they do is that they start
imitating and following others. Well! People will value you when you value yourself. Nobody can make
you feel inferior unless you consent to it. Look at yourself in the mirror sometime and praise yourself.
Think about the good things God has blessed you with. Thank Him for that. We can not get everything
we want in life. So why should we always complain and moan about the things we do not have. Why
shouldn't we be positive and think about the good things we do have and thank God for those blessings?

Just try to be yourself and you will find that people will notice you and like you for who you are.
Everybody has some negative traits in his personality. We can groom them only if our will power is
strong enough. I can do anything I want, is the thing that you must hear in your mind. Remember that it
is only you who can boost confidence in your own self, nobody else can do it. Keep in mind these
slogans,

*  Trustand believe in yourself.
*  Think positive and get positive.

e  Besocial and make friends.

Remember that nobody is perfect and who wants to be nobody?
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ISLAM AND MODERN YOUTH

Ujala Rasheed
2nd Year

Young age is a period in which any act of the youth greatly influences his character. Youth has been
given an exceeding appreciation and esteem by Islam. The Rasool(S.A.W) had admired the love and
desire of the youth. The youth was his preference in place of choice over the respected elders. He
wanted the people to spend their youth in a majestified way.

The youngsters of today tend to demote the tenets of Islam. They do not acquire the current ethics of
civilization. They are confounded by the authentic essence of Islam. They are at odds with the
profound culture and its manifestations. They use to adopt peculiar fashions. The teachings of Islam
introduce the concept of collective morality which in the Holy Quran is demonstrated in terms of
justice, equality, mercy, and solicitousness.

The modern youth and advancements are inseparable. They are deprived of their genuine sustenance.
Islamic modernism is a rare concept these days. Mostly, the young generation shows their intellectual
interests towards the craze of being cool and modern thereby abandoning the teachings i.e: living style,
the distinction among various aspects sermonized by our Holy Prophet (S.A.W)) and his companions.
Allah says in the Quran:

“There is indeed a good model for you in the messenger of Allah, for the one
who has hope in Allah and the last day, and (who) remembers Allah profusely”
(AlLAbzab, verse21)

Time flies, no matter if its going well or not. Time isnt stopping us from doing good or bad deeds, it just
passes swiftly. Our young generation must quit the race of modernity. They should ignite in themselves
the light of their religion Islam before the time slips out of their reach.

Be tumble for you are made of carth,
Be nolblle for you arne made of stare.

Serbian Proverb

Source: Google
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QUEST FOR REALITY

2nd Year

Have you ever reflected upon the life around you, social media chats, political debates, your family
discussions, your friend's talks, all of your experiences good or bad, and your whole life apprehensions?
Is notit buta mere illusion? 2400 years ago, Plato, one of the most famous thinkers of history suggested
in his allegory of the cave found in the book7 of The Republic that life is like being chained up in a cave
forced to watch shadows flitting across a stone wall. Before explaining further let me inform you about
‘allegory’. It's a story, poem, or picture that usually has an underlying meaning typically moral or
political. So, Plato in his allegory of the cave starts with a group of prisoners who had been confined in
the cave since their birth with no knowledge of the outside world. They were chained, facing a wall,
unable to turn their head while a fire behind them gave off shadows on the wall. The wall was their only
reality so the shadows they perceived, they thought to be a reality. Whenever they saw a shadow of a
horse, they believed that the shadow was an actual horse. They called this shadow a horse even though it
was only a shadow of a horse. All these pictures on the wall were being controlled by some puppeteers
who showed what they wanted to be shown to this group of prisoners. Somehow one of the prisoners
got freed and he was brought outside for the first time. In the sunlight, he felt as if someone was
pricking pins in his eyes. He found the new environment disorienting, He couldn't tell what was real and
what was unreal. When he was told that the things around him were real and the shadows were mere
reflections, he could not believe it. The shadows appeared much clearer to him but gradually his eyes
adjusted. He realized that now he could see the reflections in the water, he could see the real objects, he
could see what real flower looks like, what real animal looks like, what real hotse looks like, and what real
people look like. Since he had never seen any of this, this was his first interaction with what was true to
the world. Back then, when he was in the cave all he saw were shadows, a mere reflection of reality.
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The prisoner returned to the cave to share his discovery. Subsequently, he got to the light from the
outside world thatis why he started to tumble and triple alittle bitand had confronted a hard time seeing
the shadows on the wall. The other prisoners thought that the journey had made him stupid and blind.
So the unchained prisoner failed in each attempt to liberate these prisoners. Plato uses this as an analogy
of what it is like to be a philosopher whose trying to educate the public. Most people are not only
comfortable in their ignorance but hostile to anyone who points it out. In fact, the real-life Socrates
(Plato’s teacher) was sentenced to death by the Athenian government for disrupting the social order,
and his student Plato spent much of his time writing ““The Republic” thus undervaluing the Athenian
democracy while promoting rule by a philosopher-king because masses are too illiterate to govern
themselves. But the allegory captured many imaginations for 2400 years because it can be read in far
more ways. The cave signifies the human experience and their ignorance of many things because they
are born ignorant, they do not know anything, they have to grow up and learn everything but sometimes
as adults, as young teenagers, as dying human beings they are ighorant to certain things because they
can’t grasp everything. At times, the things that they do know are actually false, the things they believe to
be true are actually false. The shadows mean that the things in the physical world are a poor reflection of
ideal forms such as roundness or beauty. The chain that holds these prisoners up to only be looking in
one certain way is their close-mindedness, it makes them only look in certain directions, they do not
want to see the big picture. The puppeteers are the people that are manipulating them, controlling their
each and every move. In this way, the cave leads to many fundamental questions, including the origin of
the knowledge, the problem of representation, and the nature of world reality itself. Could you
correlate these things with your life? Yes, you already have done this because when you were reading the
passage you were actually building a bridge of your life experiences by linking yourself to the prisoners
and you might also have linked some of the puppeteers from your life? So who is it? Is it other people's
opinions, is it some kind of negative influence oris ita fear of criticism? Are you afraid to take a big risk
because of puppeteers?

Some philosophers still wonder whether we can
really know that the things outside the cave are no
more accurate than the shadows. As we go about
our lives, can we be confident in what we think we
know? Perhaps, one day a glimmer of light may
punch a hole in our most basic assumptions. Will
we be able to break free to struggle towards the
light, even if it cost our family and friends, or stick
with familiar or comfortable illusions? Truth or
habit? Light or shadow? The basic principle of
this allegory is not to take everything for face value

so in our day-to-day lives when we are given
information through social media, education, religion, or maybe other people's words, we should make
sure that we don’t take it as a face value. Of course, we can listen to them, we can listen to their opinions
and not only listen to them but we should cast an eye over them. Nevertheless, we should make our
own opinion, do our own research, we have to question our own things. We’ll experience a ‘whole new

world’ by taking off our paradigm glasses.

MASHAL CHRONICLES 2022 /]5



BOOST YOURSELF
WITH SELF CONFIDENCE

Irsa Khalil
2nd Year.

Self confidence refers to the trust a person has in his abilities and judgement, which enables him to
express his knowledge and opinion fully with no difficulties. In other words, it is a main theme of
society.

Self-confidence is not a permanent state of mind, a person's level of confidence may increase or
decrease within a given period. Some people are confident all the time, others tend to experience
fluctuating situations and another group of persons has almost no confidence at all.

"life is not a problem to be solved, but a reality to be experienced"
Soren Kierkegaard

Self confidence is dependent on various factors including a person's temperament, society, culture,
educational level, wealth, trends of success and failures etc. Comparing yourself to others, particularly
on social media, can diminish your self esteem, and self confidence, fostering anxiety, and depression.
It's okay to acknowledge that you aren't perfect, but keep in mind that nobody else is as well.

We are also living in the era where people especially judge us by our looks, skin color and over
sensitivities. They use harsh words and foul language to represent us.. No matter what, they are bound
to come out on top of anything. Just because they are judgmental. We have to examine:

Do their words really matter?

If you believe and have a strong confidence on yourself then no one can hurt you and even if they do
you'd not get hurt. You will never be grumped by their backbiting. The Main Theme of your life is.

*  RelyOn Yourself

*  Bring Up Self Confidence

*  Fulfill the purpose of life

Once you start adopting these traits then you will be able to live a life of happiness and peace because
you will no longer get hurt or irritated by the cruel words of tribe. Instead, spend time being grateful for
exactly who you are. You have many admirable qualities and you should spend time focusing on these
rather than you wish you were.

"you have been criticizing yourself for years, and hasen't worked.
Try approving of yourself and see what happens"
Louise L. Hay

Rather If somehow you made a blunder then remember, that this is a part of life. Mistakes are usually
inevitable while implementing improvement plans. The key is to examine your mistakes and learn from
them. Itis difficult to accept failure, but failure can influence how you apply your skills in future trials.
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No doubt, many external factors contribute to our self confidence, the real influence comes from
within. If we believe in ourselves, we can stay strong even when getting affected by others disapproval
of us. You can make simple choices to build your self confidence. Just as there are many ways to
strengthen your body, there are ways you can increase your resolve by setting small goals, making,
healthier choices, nurturing your spirt, and finding support.

"your success depends mainly upon what you think of yourself and whether you

believe in yourself”
William [H Boetcker

Boosting your confidence is a main theme of approaching towards life. Remind yourself that you are in
control of your self development. Work on ironing out any rough edge or doing whatever it takes to be
improved. So, keep working in the direction that you have chosen for yourself and there will come a day
when not only your words but achievement will make others believe in you.

U you want to be successful, you mudt nespect one rule.
Never lie to Younself

Paulo Coelho
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DARK HALL

Eiman Tariq
2nd Year

In a cold scary night, the extreme and crashing noise of silence was covering the dark world like deep
clouds. She opened her eyes and found herself totally alone but with the fear and darkness she keptlying
motionless and still on a table, trying to configure where she was.

Her name was Sara. She sat on a table feeling scared as the darkness was notletting her see her own body
and shadow. She was trying to remember where she was and why she was there but her questions kept
striking and moving in her mind and she was not getting an answer. Her mind was numbed like she was
asleep. Sara tried to place slowly her feet on the floor. Suddenly the moonlight entered the hall causing a
dim light everywhere. She moved her eyes everywhere to configure the place and she got to know that
this was a big hall of four windows having only three tables, few chairs, a lot of scary paintings and
surrounding with the darkness, mystery, scariness and fully covered. Her presence there was unsolved.
The scariness was increasing with time. She was alone in that dark scary building but the fear and
darkness were there for her as friends. Her body was shivering with fear and hysteria and she was
walking slowly by looking here and there. She insanely started running towards the windows but all of
them were jammed as these were not in use since years. She looked outside the glass windows sadly and
hopelessly as she was unable to open them. She pinched them even struck chairs but failed. She saw
some cold moving trees with snowy winds. There was no one outside but fear and silence. She stood
there for a while as if she was asking trees why? Why is it happening to me? Why am I here? What is
going on? Oh please! Help me, I am so scared of this darkness and silence and loneliness. Oh please.
Her tears started to fall out from her eyes. Then she wiped her tears in a moment and again started to
find some way of going out but this time hurriedly. She started smothering as there was no space for the
air to come in or out.

With frustration she started to run but to no vain. Sara, the poor girl, started gasping and got fatigued.
She fell down in the middle of the hall on a floor with weariness. Her feelings were mixed up just as she
was frustrated, hopeless, sorrowful, tired, feared, scared, crying, even alone and praying to God like,
“Oh God! Please help me, please help me. Please show me the way out of this horrible place. Please! Oh
God! Please!” She closed her wet teary eyes and after some couple of moments, her eyes got dazzled to
see that a door is opened from a wall and a bright light entered the hall killing the darkness in front of
her. She was shocked to see the silent majestic light. Suddenly she heard some voice. The voice was
calling her name repeatedly.

“Saral Saral Sara, eh!... Oh you silly fool girl wake up. Oh please get out of the damn bed, you lazy girl!
We are getting late. It is your result day. Oh gosh! We are getting late you fool.”

Actually, this voice was of Sara's sister Lubna. She was calling Sara to wake up because it was Sara's 8th
grade result day. Sara woke up and was surprised to see herself on a bed in her own room and house.

Sara then asked Lubnaina fiery voice,

“Sis! I think I was seeing a dream, a big horrible dream, full of darkness. Is it really true sis! Oh you little
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girl, you are just scared of your result. I know it. You are such a fool my little Sara hahaha! Now please let
your bed breathel!

Eh! Consoled Lubna.

Both sisters started to laugh at the dream but inside, Sara was still nervous and scared about her result.
The dream was still haunting her causing her to feel scared.

Success depends upon frevions freparations,

Confucius
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Maryam Azhar
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. Being a student of grédg IV, 1 was highly influenced by the authoritiers-Ae“n}digéb— rteacher Fstarted
dreaming of becoming a teacher. It was really mesmerizing for me to see how a teacher gives orders and
every student abides by her orders. In my eyes, teachers were like rulers

After two years, again being influenced by my cousin and her job, I decided to become an engineer more
specific, a software engineer. But right after an year, in my ninth grade when I was introduced with
subjects like Chemistry and Physics and of course more complicated and complex version of Maths
which had become a nightmare for me. Even I don't know and don't believe how I passed my 9th board
exams.

Finally promoted to tenth grade. Last year of school was happy enough that I was finally leaving that
grotty school, still wondering whether I left the school or school left me.

In my FSc, I developed a meagre interest in Biology and decided to become a doctor. Watching series
like Good Doctor, Doctor Stranger and House MD made my dream even more passionate. But till
when? Found that this field demands day and night work, I buried my dream without any sorrow and
grief.

Well, my roaming year passed by roaming outside the class wandering at cafeteria and being a delinquent
backbencher. Lastly, time came when every student feels dreadful. The exam time. But my
stubbornness wasn't letting me study. Took three papers and honestly don't know what I have written in
those papers. After that with the benevolence of Allah Almighty, exams got postponed due to corona. I
thanked God, grabbed my phone andlaid at bed.

In my next step, and obviously new phase of life, accidentally chose subjects to complete my
intermediate certification, honestly with no intention to study. Cried like a baby right after reaching
home after attending first day of my college but eventually I settled down because in front there was a
well and behind me existed a trench.

After attending some classes, I found the subject “Economics “interesting enough to complete my
studiesinit.

At the end, I would like to give credit to my college and my teachers who carved and shaped my skills. By
this, I've become the person who in the past few years I could never even think of.
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WHEN I TURNED INTO
A PRESSURE COOKER =

e Irsa Khalil
= v I 2nd Year
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O-r‘fce:]gﬁﬁ (a seven year old boy) had been sitting with his brother; they were playing so inclinationaly.
His father sat near them. He asked John: "Can you please pass me my laptop from that table?" On asking
him John replied: "Just wait a minute, let me I finish my race!. His father shook his head. and waited for
his race to be ended. Suddenly John screamed and slammed down the toy because he failed to win that
race. His father who was watching all of the John's rudeness; Said: "Firstly you are not listening to me
and now you broke his toy just because you failed the race? Pass me the laptop or I will turn into a

pressure cooker!"

He suddenly panicked, not because of his father's yelling but for the sentence he used that he would
turn into a pressure cooker if he (John) did notlisten to him. John lent the laptop to his dad and went to
his room in distress. Now, he was sitting in his room and wondering what would happen if his father
actually turned into a pressure cooker? Then he suddenly realized that it was not be possible. But that
sentence was continuously echoing in his mind that human can turn themselves into a pressure cooker
if someone does notlisten to them.

He began to think whom he wanted to see turning into a pressure cooker. Then he suddenly realized
that his brother would deserve that. He decided that from now he would somehow turn his little brother
into a pressure cooker. Suddenly he thought:

"What If Turninto APRESSURE COOKER?"
*  ”Will my mum cook inside me?
*  ”Will she always cleanse me so hardly?
*  ”Will she always burn me by turning the hot flame on?”

Thinking about all these possibilities he became depressed. He thought that after all this, life would
become a complete hell. There remains no more difference between being in a hell or turning into a
pressure cooker. Then he stressfully ran towards his father and told him that he would never make him
angry. He then apologised to him while his eyes were drowned in tears.

His father hugged him and said:
"It was a good thing my son; I am glad that you understood this quickly."

He wiped away his tears and said:
"Yes I understood because I did not want to see you in hell"

His father made the weird face and asked him:
"What do you mean by hell?"
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He replied:
"You told me if I would not listen to you then you might turn into a pressure cooker and I
did not want to see you burning at the flame everyday"

His father laughed so heartily that the tears welled up his eyes. He replied John:
"It does not mean that I actually would turn into a pressure cooker if you disobeyed me"

John replied:
"Then what does that mean?"

Father:
“This meant thatif you made me angry, I would burn myself up justlike a pressure cooker"
(here the burning means anger)

Now he understood what it was really meant and started laughing with his father. He found himself
stupid that day. After that day John found the real meaning of “turning in to pressure cooker”.
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Bliss of Solitude

Those sophisticated moments,
Those suffocated moments...

When the heart was pounding,
When the lips were trembling...

And that delicate whispering of prays,
Then that stream of tranquility like rays...

Ahhh!! that sound of screaming heart,
Begging for pardon very hard...

That love of ALLAH, The Almighty, The Great,
Made my footsteps to the destiny of fate...

Then | found the swords of Allah,
When | felt the words of ALLAH...

The words of the book that made me high,
Made me to accept realization from the sky...

"Without the Quran, | will die...
Whenever the way is out of way,
Ask forgiveness...

Have a one more try..."

Ms. Misbah Rasheed, Lecturer
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Bliss of Nature

Upon my window is a floral tree,
Dancing in the air like a birdie,
And on it, is raining beautifully,
Creating a scene worth to see.

Watching all this makes me forget,
All my worries and stress,

It creates a pleasing scene,

That | have never ever seen.

The birds are flying so high,
Having some fun and joy,
The plants are blooming,
The sun is shining.

All this scene gives me peace,
Of mind and soul,

[ sit on a chair thoughtfully,
Watching all this sight of Holy.

And when [ close my eyes,
[ get that pretty sight,
Which is a pure bliss,

And that | surely miss.

Sania Saeed, 2nd year

-

p ™

i i
ah




The Truth B

Standing in a graveyard of loved ones, \
Remembering what remains for good, \
Eyes were moist with tears, |
Folding what remains behind,
Pure blood with pure souls
Wishing they were always close, ;
Finally got a hunch- what remains after them?
Still they are with me, not them, but they are,
Their houses are turned to graves,

Still, we cling to them as waves |
We loved them with heart,
Though they left us apart,

Now, [et's take a move,

To the unwanted truth,

The story of our lot,

To love what we got,

Forgetting what we had fought.

Ifrah Tehreem, 2nd year

" From the Diary of a Butterfly

g

, All | remember is that | was crawling
( On the surface of the earth, as | came to.
| Oh, that's what | am, a pernicious being,

Hated by everyone. Who am [, where | am
From, what is the purpose of my being? Just
Crawl, crawl, crawl. Is this the purpose of
My life, just crawling and eating? Am [ going
To die like this? Without even recognizing
My true being. But, wait, what is happening?
What is this chrysalis covering me, is it my
Coffin? Am [ going to die? Oh! No, no, no, no, no.

[ don't want to die without recognizing my true
Being, without telling the world that | am Something,
| want to know and exhibit my true worth. ,

What is this cocoon covering me.... /

Ifrah Tehreem, 2nd year /
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Their Ignorance of Me

Of life, if | complain,

They say others have it worse.

Sad and quiet if | stay,

They say silent words cannot be heard.

In anger; if | yell

They say | am too loud to be understood.

If | were to write my troubles on their faces,

If | bury my miseries deep in their eyes,

They will complain they cannot see.

And, if | write about it all,

They say my words are too hard to be followed,
Even if [ live in the depths of their hearts,

They simply don't want to feel me.

< Hania Maryam, 2nd year

- All Gone
Blink once and all gone.
What more is left for long?

; Soul, a traveller, and here we are

Gone for good_to where we belong.

Breathe love, again breathe on,
Fight back and you are anon.

Fly away bird! | shout at the dead,
Departs my soul, leaving the world,
All my chores, for them | moan,
Blink once and all gone.

They will quietly turn away from their reflection.

Troubling others, doing much wrong,
All Deeds lost, every good withdrawn.

Ifrah Tehreem, 2nd year
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Heart's Myth

It aches,

But still alive

It sustains pain,

And aye tolerates,

It shatters,

Into million pieces,

But obscure; like

It never broke

It acquires rude tongue

And mischievousness

Of individuals

But it never seems

That it hurts

It always considering

Denser than the brain

But occasionally

It was more accurate
It was sturdy!

Because it holds; all within i

Irsa Khalil, 2nd Year
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. Why!

,/ Why do we lie?
‘ Why do we leave?

Why do we break apart?

| When we are too tired to try.

When there's nothing left to believe.

When expectations and reality start to part.

Hania Maryam, 2nd year
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Sighs

When something unknown inside you will rise,
( When something takes over you by surprise,
When you just want to close your eyes,
When you are tired of your tries,
When your heart lets out loud cries,
When you can no longer hold up against lies
When you are questioning all your ties,
When your hope just disappears, just dries,
When you want to escape to the vast skies,
When your heart yells whys?
When time comes for your final good byes,
When your mind turns away from reality it denies,
When all your decisions are unwise,

When Sad comes to you as Happy in disguise,
When you ask questions but no one replies,

When life gets rough and you are told to compromise,

When anger overflows you and you are what underlies,

When they are colour blind and you are made of dyes,
When your brain just flutters away, it flies,

When something inside you stops breathing and just dies
What else can you do but let out a sigh.

Hania Maryam, 2nd year
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| Numerous Agonies

Oodles of sorrow

Plenty of pain

Presumed they are enough

For rupturing my heart again

Promptly the mind surmised

Perhaps; there might be more

Thus further painful

Or else ached me more

Irsa Khalil, 2nd Year
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[ was walking lonely on the street, g
Remembering what did happen to me, ‘
Tears were streaming from my eyes
They were so precious, | thought

But they were ruining my sight.

All I could see was shattered path afar me,
Uniting what had left behind me,
[ was murmuring and asked the loneliness,

What's the reason of my happiness?

It answered those who are loved,

And brutally hurt

Love was my dream, how badly [ see,

Broken as a glass, lovely they be,

Was this | receive after everything | did to me?
My heart was running so slow on steep,

As it has started to sleep,

[ asked myself '‘Was this the greatest relief | get?'
So badly hurt....said my soul,

You were a part of me [ think,

But what you did to me is blindly seen,

[ wretched myself out of me,

To be what they wanted me to be!

Ifrah Tehreem, 2nd year
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The Fading Sound of the Thunder

Dark as the midnight,

though it's the time for moonlight,
who is so powerful to change it,

all you can do is enjoy and sit,
grey huge clouds seen above,

as we lie under the sky that we love,
feelings of peace as the water gathers,
wet grass and colorful feathers,
The birds hide in the dark trees,
that enjoy the rain breeze,

the night has passed but the rain stayed,
the sound of thunder seems to fade,

for a moment, all their miseries were gone,

and suddenly no one felt alone,

N Aylia Imam, 2nd Year

/ Melancholy (an acrostic)

Mourning the loss of a special soul

Edge of the sea, with the moon above
Lost in a place with no light

A mind which never sleeps at night

No affair seems to be solved

Come see the darkness | hold

Hello, | say to the demons in me

Only if [ knew how to see

Look in my eyes as [ move towards deth
You said forever but that's a myth

| Aylia Imam, 2nd Year
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BLACKOUT POETRY"

Kinza Raza, 1st Year
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A neutron walks into a bar and asks
how much for a beer. The bartender
replies, "For you, no charge."

A Buddhist monk approaches a burger food truck and says
“make me one with everything. “

The Buddhist monk pays with a $20 bill, which the vendor
takes, puts in his cash box, and closes the lid.
"Where's my change?" the monk asks.

The vendor replies, "change comes from within."

A linguistics professor says during a lecture that,
"In English, a double negative forms a positive.
But in some languages, such as Russian, a
double negative is still a negative. However, in
no language in the world can a double positive
form a negative." But then a voice from the
back of the room piped up, "Yeah, right."

A physicist, a biologist, and a chemist were going to the ocean for the first time. The
physicist saw the ocean and was fascinated by the waves. He said he wanted to do some
research on the fluid dynamics of the waves and walked into the ocean. Obviously he
was drowned and never returned.

The biologist said he wanted to do research on the flora and fauna inside the ocean and
walked inside the ocean. He, too, never returned.

The chemist waited for a long time and afterwards, wrote the observation, "The
physicist and the biologist are soluble in ocean water."
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a measure of the effect that human

activities have on the cimate

a gradual warming of the eanh’'s surface

temperature reportedly caused by the

emission of gases thal trap the sun's

heat in the earth's aimosphere

gases thal trap the heat of the sun in

the earth's aimosphere, producing the
se effect

fuels such a5 oil, coal and natural gas

ihe surroundings and extemal

conditions that affect the growth and

things (plants, animals and humans)
wilth each other and with their
environment

contamination of the air, water, or soll
wilh subsiances that can cause harm fo
human health or the environment
capable of being troken down or
decomposed by natural biological
processes
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Fill in the blanks so that each row, each
column, and each of the nine 3x3 grids
contain one instance of each of the
numbers 1 through 9.
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